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Nivedita is not a mere proper noun, a personal name 
that identifies the famous western desciple of Swarni 
Vivekananda. Historically, it is the name of a process 
that began to fulfil the missionary ambition of the Swamiji 
to conquer the world through our spirituality and religion. 1 
Socially it is the modern name of the basically unbigoted 
behaviour of our great society to accept and grow rather 
than reject and fossilise. Nationally, it is the new name 
of the re-emerging phenomenon of this ancient land that 
went on assimilating into the very being of our national 
life races after races that came to conquer us long ago. 

It is generally held that Raja Ram Mohan Roy is the 
father of Modern Bharatheeya Renaissance. Through his 
Brahma Samaj he checked the flow of Hindus into Chris- 
tianity and to some extent reacted succeesfully against 
social stagnation. 

Dayanand Saraswathi, the succeeding Maharathi of 
the Renaissance advanced a step further and cleared the 
way to regain what we lost due to centuries of slavery, self- 
forgatfuliness and suicidal barricading. He started the 
Suddhi Movement and re-converted thousands of our 
brethren who forsook the Dharma of their fore-fathers. 
Also did he create in millions of people a positive pride in 
our national Ethos. Never-the-Iess it was only re-capture 
of the lost ground and acceptance of the prodigal sons. 

If Renaissance was to be true, it was not to stop 
here. The age-old dynamism to attract, accept and as- 
similate had to be once again acquired and manifested. 
"The sacred charm and strength that dwell on Aryan al- 
tars, flaming free" which once upon a time brought into 
our social fold a Grecian Dianaputra Heliodorus, a Syr- 
tan Antiochos, an Egyptian Philadelphos, a Macedonian 



Antigonos and many such, had to be re-kindled. That 
was. the demand of times, and a natural expectation. 

Precisely that is what came to pass by Swami Viveka 
nanda's global visit and work. His was a mission not 
merely to check, not even to recapture but decidely to 
conquer. To borrow Nivedita's words, it was 'Aggressive 
Hinduism in action/ As proclaimed by her "our work is 
not now to protect ourselves, but to convert others. Point 
by point we are determined not merely to keep what we 
had but to win what we never had before. It is not how 
much we kept, but how much have we annexed." 

As. providence would have it she herself was one 
among the annexed. With her conversion the historical 
process was on. 

The acceptance of what is acquired is easily said 
than done. In a traditional society of very long standing it 
has its own constraints and conditions. But this problem 
was solved by Vivekananda in a typically Bharateeya way. 
If the beloved mother. of a family accepts a new-comer 
all others follow suit. So the was convinced that if the 
Holy Mother Sarada Devi with her outward conservative 
life and behaviour would accept the western lady disciple 
Bharat would accept her in days to come. 

Margeret Elizabeth Noble had landed in Calcutta on 
28th Jan, 1898. After about 50 days of acclimatisation on 
17th March, the Guru led his disciple to the Holy Mother. 
It was a symbolic meet of the young west entreating to 
sit at the feet of the Mature East. Here was the mute 
question hanging in the silent air awaiting a momentous 
answer. The heartsof the Guru, the Sishya as well as the 
invisible witness of the entire Hindu Samaj pulsated. And 
lo: the answer came: Mother smiled and beckoned her; 
addressed her 'Kookkie 1 my child; seated her beside on 
the cot and caressed her. She ate with her 'Kookkie'. 



The East accepted the West as its child and the West 
the East as its mother. Is not that Grand*. Exclaimed 
Vivekananda to his Gurubhai Ramakrishnanand. Exactly 
seven days later he made his disciple 'the Dedicated' 
- Nivedita. Verily it was the begining of a new era of 
Hindu Conquest, 

To merge herself unidentifiably into the National 
Whole became the primary and foremost duty of the 
Dedicated - Nivedita. From Samarpan to Samlayan, is 
the natural course of life's flow. We see this happen- 
ing in the case of Nivedita also. And unfailing was the 
hand that moulded her towards it. To a pointed question 
Swami Vivekananda advised her "you have to set your- 
self to Hinduise your thoughts, your needs, your connec- 
tions and your habits. Your life, internal and external has 
to become all that a Brahmana Brahmacharini ought to 
be. The method will come to you if only you desire it 
sufficiently. But you have to fQrget your own past and 
to cause it to be forgotten. You have to loose even its 
memory." 

Here wesee the Prajna Poorani, Bharat Mata, through 
her conquering Hero explicitly giving expression to the 
penomenon of national assimilation. And shall we fear- 
lessly call it 'Nivedita Phenomenon 1 ? Here it would do 
good if we remember the words of Poet Ravindranath 
Tagore who knew her intimately. He said, "She was, 
indeed a Lokamata, a mother to the people. We are 
familiar with the mother's role in the family; but the im- 
age of a mother whose love enfolded a whole people 
was something we had never seen before. We have 
had male devotion to public duty, but never before had 
we witnessed such magnificent sweep of womanly devo- 
tion. When we referred to 'our people 1 the feeling in her 
voice rang more true than in the voice of any one of us." 



From Ms Margaret Noble to Sodari Nivedita - there 
is a sea-change, and through metamorphosis. It is an 
interesting hazarduous journey from a question to an 
answer. 'Ms Noble was the question posed to the 
Resurgent Reawaksned Bharat by the material West 
and 'Sodari Nivedita' was the answer given by the 
spiritual East. Nivedita, the name as said in the begining 
is more a historical process, a social behaviour and a 
national phenomenon of Bharatheeya Renaissance, than 
a mere adventourous life of a human being. For the truly 
living and heroically working it is a model to emulate and 
an example to follow. With that vision and spirit let us 
read and understand the great life story in the pages that 
follow. 
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